
The Detroit Community Technology Project’s (DCTP) mission is to use and develop technology 
rooted in community needs that strengthens human connections to each other and the planet. 
We work towards demystifying technology and expanding digital literacy in our communities.

DCTP’s work and expertise includes: 

>>  Developing participatory Community Technology practices and educational toolkits

>>  Exploring and demystifying technology in order to use technology  to address problems 
facing low or non connected neighborhoods

>>  Working collaboratively and intergenerationally to address questions of Internet access, 
digital literacy, and technology infrastructure

DCTP also offers technical support to various grassroots networks including the Detroit Digital 
Justice Coalition, the Allied Media Conference, New America Foundation, and transnational 
groups interested in fostering community technology.

The following press kit will provide more details about the work DCTP is currently engaged in. You 
may contact a DCTP staff member at communitytech@alliedmedia.org with additional questions.

Sincerely,

Detroit Community Technology Project

Press Kit

4126 3rd Ave.
Detroit, MI 48201

Website: www.detroitcommunitytech.org
Email: communitytech@alliedmedia.org

http://www.detroitcommunitytech.org
mailto:communitytech@alliedmedia.org


HISTORY

DCTP grew out of Allied Media Projects’ (AMP) nine year track record of digital 
media education and community technology building in Detroit. 

In 2012, Allied Media Projects partnered with the Open Technology Institute of 
the New America Foundation to create the Digital Stewards Program, which 
trains neighborhood leaders in designing and deploying community wireless 
networks with a commitment to the Detroit Digital Justice Principles.

The following year, three community wireless networks were built and 
prototyped in five Detroit neighborhoods. To date, DCTP has implemented the 
Digital Stewards training with leaders from seven Detroit neighborhoods and 
has supported 11 community groups internationally to adopt and modify the 
training for their own contexts.

The Digital Stewards Program led to the formation of the Detroit Community 
Technology Project in 2014. DCTP was developed to encompass broader 
community technology education and organizing work and to share best 
practices.
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http://http://www.detroitcommunitytech.org/?q=communitywireless
https://www.alliedmedia.org/ddjc/principles


CURRENT WORK

Digital Stewards Training

DCTP has facilitated 19 local and international community wireless mesh 
networks through its partnership with the Open Technology Institute. We 
coordinate the Digital Stewards Training Program, which trains community 
members to build and maintain their own wireless communications 
infrastructure, and the Detroit Digital Stewards Network, a learning group 
that meets biweekly with the goal of supporting community owned wireless 
infrastructure.

DCTP is also consulting in the implementation of the Digital Stewards 
Curriculum in New America Foundation’s RISE NYC Resilient Communities 
Project to build six neighborhood wireless networks in Sandy-impacted areas.

A few stewards work on top 
of the Architects building 
during the first Digital Stewards 
pilot program
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Data Justice Campaign
In 2015 DCTP launched the Data Justice Campaign with support from the 
Digital Trust Foundation and the Media Democracy Fund to engage in a 
participatory research process exploring issues of data rights, digital privacy 
and racial and economic inequality in the U.S.

The participatory research project, called the Our Data Bodies Project (ODB), 
includes the following organizations in Detroit, MI; Charlotte, NC; and Los 
Angeles, CA:

Detroit Community Technology Project
The Center for Community Transitions, Inc.
Los Angeles Community Action Network (LA CAN)
Stop LAPD Spying Coalition

The O.D.B. Project’s mission is to understand the different meanings of 
privacy for poor and working class people, the context that informs their 
privacy expectations, and the processes and practices in which they engage 
to confront privacy concerns. 

DCTP’s participation in the O.D.B. Project includes:
>> Demystifying “Data” through DiscoTechs, or community events 

featuring interactive, multimedia workshops 
>> Introducing Detroit residents to Detroit’s Open Data Portal
>> Learning from and assessing the community’s relationship to data 

through focus groups and interviews 
>> Participating in a national survey of adult-low income residents 

across three states, with an emphasis on Detroit.

Data DiscoTech at the 
Samaritan Center, 
September 19, 2015
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Equitable Internet Initiative 
The Equitable Internet Initiative will accelerate outreach, training and 
wireless broadband Internet sharing on the neighborhood level in Detroit. The 
program’s mission is to ensure that more Detroit residents have the ability 
to leverage online access and digital technology for social and economic 
development. 

The Equitable Internet Initiative is a collaboration between:

Detroit Community Technology Project (DCTP) 
Allied Media Projects (AMP) 
Grace in Action Collectives 
WNUC Community Radio
Church of the Messiah’s Boulevard Harambe Program

The goals of this initiative are to:

>> Increase Internet access through the distribution of shared Gigabit 
Internet connections in three underserved neighborhoods

>> Increase Internet adoption through a Digital Stewards training 
program that prepares residents of those same neighborhoods with 
the skills necessary to bring their communities online

>> Increase pathways for youth into the opportunities of Detroit’s 
burgeoning Innovation District through intermediate and advanced 
digital literacy trainings.

DCTP is partnering with three community anchor organizations who will 
implement the EII programs in their respective neighborhoods: 

Grace in Action (Vernor/Lawndale in Southwest Detroit) 
Church of the Messiah (Islandview in Southeast Detroit) 
WNUC Community Radio (North End) 
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PEOPLE

Diana Nucera
Director
Email: diana@alliedmedia.org

Diana is the director of the Detroit Community Technology Project. Her work focuses on 
developing popular education materials that empower communities to use media and 
technology to investigate, illuminate, and develop visionary solutions to challenges.

Anderson Walworth
IT Coordinator
Email: anderson@alliedmedia.org

Anderson facilitates community technology training through the Digital Stewards 
program. As part of this role, he maintains the CassCo.co mesh network and runs 
monthly digital stewards meetings.

Tawana Petty
Data Justice Community Researcher
Email: tawana@alliedmedia.org

Tawana has a diverse background in community organizing in Detroit, particularly 
around issues such as water rights, digital justice, and youth advocacy. As Data Justice 
Community Researcher, she is leading a participatory research process exploring data 
rights, digital privacy and racial and economic inequality in the U.S.

Kristyn Sonnenberg
Designer and Web Developer
Email: kristyn@alliedmedia.org 

Kristyn is a user experience (UX) researcher and designer. She has a master’s degree 
from the University of Michigan School of Information. Her work focuses on web 
development and design through participatory methods.
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Janice Gates
Program Manager
Email: janice@alliedmedia.org

Janice has a background in program management, marketing and public relations, 
and communications. As the Program Coordinator for the Equitable Internet Initiative, 
she will work with three neighborhood anchor organizations to implement the Digital 
Stewards and Next Gen Apps training programs. 

mailto:diana@alliedmedia.org
mailto:anderson@alliedmedia.org
 mailto:tawana@alliedmedia.org
 mailto:kristyn@alliedmedia.org
mailto:janice@alliedmedia.org


PRESS MENTIONS

FUNDERS

“Unemployed Detroit Residents Are Trapped by a Digital Divide”
The New York Times

“Another effort by the Detroit Community Technology Project has helped 
bring free wireless hot spots to seven neighborhoods and is trying to reach 
more places.”

“Communities growing Detroit’s digital capacity one house at 
a time” 
Michigan Radio

“How do we make the Internet relevant to people? “More than just 
consuming media, how do they then become producers of their own 
media, producers of their own infrastructure and start building the Internet 
in a way that makes sense to their neighborhoods?” - Diana Nucera

More press mentions are available at alliedmedia.org/dctp/media

DCTP is supported by the Ford Foundation, Media Democracy Fund, New 
Economy Initiative, Open Society Foundation, and Knight Foundation.
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http://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/23/technology/unemployed-detroit-residents-are-trapped-by-a-digital-divide.html?_r=1
http://michiganradio.org/post/communities-growing-detroits-digital-capacity-one-house-time#stream/0
http://www.alliedmedia.org/dctp/media
http://www.fordfoundation.org/issues/freedom-of-expression/advancing-media-rights-and-access
http://mediademocracyfund.org/
http://neweconomyinitiative.org/
http://neweconomyinitiative.org/
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/
http://www.knightfoundation.org/


CONNECT WITH US

PHOTOS AND LOGO

Photos and high res logos from DCTP are available on Google Drive.

Additional information about DCTP can be found on our website. Email 
tawana@alliedmedia.org to find out how to get involved.

Data DiscoTech at the Boggs Education Center, June 2, 2016
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https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/0B_rClUpGEG9QNVV6QUhCX2JoUEE
http://www.detroitcommunitytech.org
mailto:tawana@alliedmedia.org
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